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Abstract

A low diffusion E-CUSP (LDE) scheme for preconditioned Navier-Stokes equations is developed.
With unfactored implicit Gauss-Seidel relaxation scheme for time integration, the LDE scheme with
high-order WENO reconstruction is used to simulate several flows at various speed from low speed
natural convection to supersonic flows. Numerical results are presented to show efficiency, accuracy and
robustness of the new preconditioning scheme.

1 Introduction

In recent years, the convective upwind and split pressure (CUSP) family schemes have achieved great
success. The CUSP schemes can be basically categorized to two types, the H-CUSP and E-CUSP[1, 2, 3].
The H-CUSP schemes have the total enthalpy from the energy equation in their convective vector, while
the E-CUSP schemes use the total energy in the convective vector. The Liou’s AUSM family schemes[4, 5,
6, 7, 8], Van Leer-Hänel scheme[9], and Edwards’s LDFSS schemes[10, 11] belong to the H-CUSP group.
The schemes developed by Zha, et al.[12, 13, 14, 15, 16] belong to the E-CUSP group.

From the characteristic theory point of view, the H-CUSP schemes are not fully consistent with the
disturbance propagation directions[17, 18], which may affect the stability and robustness of the schemes.
By splitting the eigenvalues of the Jacobians to convection (velocity) and waves (speed of sound), one will
find that the convection terms only contain the total energy[12], which will lead to the E-CUSP schemes.

With the application of computational fluid dynamics becoming more and more popular, the demand
for developing a unified algorithm for compressible and incompressible flows becomes stronger to satisfy the
needs of broad engineering problems. When direct applying compressible flow equation to incompressible
flows, there exist two problems: stiffness and large numerical dissipation. Both problems are because
of a large difference between the speed of sound and flow speed. The large dissipation may cause low
convergence, distort the solution of a wall boundary layer, etc.

Preconditioning is to change the eigenvalues of the compressible flow equations system in order to
remove the large disparity of wave speeds. Usually, the system of compressible flow equations is precondi-
tioned by multiplying the time derivatives with a suitable matrix[19, 20, 21, 22, 23].
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For the spatial discretization with preconditioning, the 2nd order central differencing is adopted by
Choi and Merkle [22, 24] and Bortoli[25]. The Roe-type flux-difference splitting (FDS) is used by Weiss
and Smith [23, 26, 27, 28, 29]. The third-order MUSCL extrapolation is used by Briley et al [30]. The
flux-vector splitting (FVS) is applied by Turkle et al [31]. Edwards and his colleagues [32, 33, 34, 35]
have extended their H-CUSP schemes to all flow speeds. There is no work to extend E-CUSP schemes to
preconditioning.

The purpose of this paper is to develop a preconditioned low diffusion E-CUSP scheme with high order
WENO scheme for preconditioned Navier-Stokes equations at all flow speeds. With unfactored implicit
Gauss-Seidel relaxation scheme for time integration, the LDE scheme is used to simulate various flow fields
at all speeds. The numerical results of a lid driven cavity flow, a natural convective cavity flow, subsonic
flow, transonic and supersonic flows show that the method of preconditioning with high-order schemes is
efficient, robust, and accurate for both low speed incompressible flows and high speed compressible flows.

2 Numerical Method

2.1 Governing Equations

The preconditioned system for steady state flows in generalized coordinate is obtained by multiplying the
preconditioning matrix Γ to the time derivative terms of Navier-Stokes equations to give

Γ
∂q

∂t
+

∂E

∂ξ
+

∂F

∂η
+

∂G

∂ζ
=

1

Re

(

∂R

∂ξ
+

∂S

∂η
+

∂T

∂ζ

)

(1)

The preconditioning matrix Γ has various forms[19, 21, 22, 23], and is dependent on the choice of q.
This paper adopts the method of Weiss and Smith described in Ref.[23]. The q and Γ are taken as the
following,

q = (p, u, v, w, T )T

Γ =















Θ 0 0 0 ρT

Θu ρ 0 0 ρT u
Θv 0 ρ 0 ρT v
Θw 0 0 ρ ρT w

ΘH − 1 ρu ρv ρw ρT H + ρCp















where Θ is given by

Θ = (
1

U2
r

− ρT

ρCp
)

Ur is a reference velocity. In this paper, the reference velocity proposed by Edwards and Roy[32] is used:

Ur = min[c, max(|V |, k|V∞|)]

where, c is the speed of sound, |V | =
√

u2 + v2 + w2 is the velocity magnitude, |V∞| is a reference velocity.
H is the total enthalpy, ρT stands for ∂ρ

∂T , Cp is the specific heat at constant pressure. k is a constant[28].

The eigenvalues of Γ−1 ∂E
∂q are

U, U, U, U ′ + C ′, U ′ − C ′ (2)

where
U = lxu + lyv + lzw

U ′ =
1

2
U(1 + M2

r ), C ′ =
1

2

√

(1 − M2
r )U2 + 4M2

r C2

2



and

Mr =
Ur

c
, C = c

√

l2x + l2y + l2z

l is the normal vector on ξ surfaces with its magnitude equal to the elemental surface area and pointing
to the direction of increasing ξ.

l = lxi + lyj + lzk =
∇ξ

J
dηdζ (3)

J is the transformation Jacobian. The eigenvalues given in Eq. (2) will have the same order of magnitude
when the velocity approaches zero. This is the purpose of preconditioning to improve the condition number
of the Jacobian and remove the stiffness.

2.2 Preconditioning of The Low Diffusion E-CUSP (LDE) Scheme

In [12, 13, 15, 16], the characteristic analysis is given as the foundation to construct the E-CUSP scheme.
The basic idea is to split the flux E to the convective flux E

c and the pressure flux E
p. That is:

E = Ec + Ep =















ρU
ρuU
ρvU
ρwU
ρeU















+















0
lxp
lyp
lzp
pU















(4)

The convective flux, E1/2 is evaluated as,

E1/2 = Ec
1/2 + Ep

1/2
(5)

where
Ec

1/2 = U+f c
L + U−f c

R (6)

and

Ep
1

2

= p1/2















0
lx
ly
lz

U1/2















, f c =















ρ
ρu
ρv
ρw
ρe















(7)

p1/2 = P+pL + P−pR (8)

The different formulations for U+, U−, P+ and P− can be found in[12, 13, 15, 16] by different requirements.

The preconditioning of the the LDE scheme needs to satisfy two conditions when the flow velocity
approaching zero: 1) the eigenvalues of the Jacobian matrices are at the same order of magnitude of the
velocity, 2) numerical dissipation will diminish. The condition 1 is explained in the previous section. The
condition 2 is analyzed as the following.

The interface flux F1/2 can be generally defined as consisting of a central difference contribution plus
a diffusive contribution D as[32]

F1/2 =
1

2
[FL + FR + D(L, R)] (9)

Similarly, the interface pressure p1/2 of (8) can be written as[34]

p1/2 = P+pL + P−pR =
1

2

[

(pL + pR) + (P+ − P−)(pL − pR) + (P+ + P− − 1)(pL + pR)
]

(10)
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The last two term can be regarded as the diffusion terms of p1/2. Low Mach number results in large
pressure value, hence the second difussion term may be excessively large. A better scaling is found by
replacing (pL + pR) by 2ρ1/2c̃

2
1/2

or 2ρ1/2U
2
r,1/2

[33, 34]. That is, Eq. (10) is replaced by

p1/2 = P+pL + P−pR =
1

2

[

(pL + pR) + (P+ − P−)(pL − pR) + ρ1/2U
2
r,1/2(P

+ + P− − 1)
]

(11)

Similarly, the split velocities U± used in the low-diffusion flux splitting scheme can be written as

U+ = c̃1/2[M
+ − M+

1/2
]

U− = c̃1/2[M
− + M−

1/2
]

where

M+

1/2
= M1/2

(

1 − pL − pR + δ|pL − pR|
pL + pR

)

(12)

M−
1/2

= M1/2

(

1 +
pL − pR − δ|pL − pR|

pL + pR

)

(13)

Using 2ρLU2
r,1/2

and 2ρRU2
r,1/2

to replace (pL + pR) in Eqs. (12) and (13), respectively, the new split
velocities are obtained as

U+ = c̃1/2

[

M+ − M1/2(1 − pL − pR + δ|pL − pR|
2ρLU2

r,1/2

)

]

(14)

U− = c̃1/2

[

M− + M1/2(1 +
pL − pR − δ|pL − pR|

2ρRU2
r,1/2

)

]

(15)

δ = 1 is used in [34], δ = 0 is used in [35] and also in this paper.

Other quantities used in the preceding definitions are

M+ = α+
L (1 + βL)ML + βLM+

L

M− = α−
R(1 + βR)MR − βRM−

R

M±
L,R = ±1

4
(ML,R ± 1)2

α±
L,R =

1

2
[1 ± sign(1.0, ML,R)]

βL,R = −max[0, 1 − int(|ML,R|)]

M1/2 =
1

2
(M+ − α+

LML − M− + α−
RMR)

P± = α±
L,R(1 + βL,R) − βL,R

2
[1 ± ML,R]

c̃1/2 =

√

(1 − M2
r )2U2 + 4C2M2

r

1 + M2
r

|1/2

and

ML,R =
UL,R

c̃1/2

As stated in section 1, the difference between the H-CUSP scheme and E-CUSP scheme is that, the
H-CUSP scheme uses the total enthalpy and the E-CUSP scheme uses the total energy in Eq.(4) for the
convective vector. Hence, H-CUSP schemes[32, 34, 35] do not have the term of p1/2U1/2 in Eq. (7). In this
paper, the interface velocity U1/2 is evaluated as

U1/2 = U+ + U− (16)
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2.3 The WENO reconstruction

The high order accuracy of Ei+1/2 is obtained by achieving the high order accuracy of the left and right

primitive variables qL and qR using the WENO scheme described below. This procedure is similar to the
MUSCL scheme suggested by van Leer[36] and is adopted in [37].

The finite difference 5th-order accuracy WENO scheme suggested by Jiang and Shu [38] is used to
evaluate the primitive variables qL and qR. The WENO scheme for variable qL can be written as:

qL
i+1/2 = ω0q0 + ω1q1 + ω2q2 (17)

where ω0, ω1 and ω2 are the weights, and the q0, q1 and q2 are the 3rd order accuracy reconstruction of
the variables in three different stencils. They are determined as the following,

q0 =
1

3
qi−2 −

7

6
qi−1 +

11

6
qi

q1 = −1

6
qi−1 +

5

6
qi +

1

3
qi+1

q2 =
1

3
qi +

5

6
qi+1 −

1

6
qi+2

and
ωk =

αk

α0 + · · · + αr−1

, (18)

αk =
Ck

(ε + ISk)p
, k = 0, 1, 2 (19)

where Ck are the optimal weights with the following values:

C0 = 0.1, C1 = 0.6, C2 = 0.3

The ISk are the smooth estimators determined as

IS0 = 13
12

(qi−2 − 2qi−1 + qi)
2 + 1

4
(qi−2 − 4qi−1 + 3qi)

2

IS1 = 13
12

(qi−1 − 2qi + qi+1)
2 + 1

4
(qi−1 − qi+1)

2

IS2 = 13
12

(qi − 2qi+1 + qi+2)
2 + 1

4
(3qi − 4qi+1 + qi+2)

2

(20)

The ε in Eq.(19) is introduced to avoid the denominator becoming zero. Jiang and Shu’s numerical tests
indicate that the results are not sensitive to the choice of ε as long as it is in the range of 10−5 to 10−7.
In their paper[38], ε is taken as 10−6. In Ref. [37], the ε value of 10−2 suggested by Shen et al to suppress
the oscillation of ISk and improve the convergence and accuracy is adopted in this paper.

The qR is constructed symmetrically as qL about i + 1/2.

2.4 The 4th-Order Schemes for Viscous Terms[39]

A set of fully conservative 4th-order accurate finite central differencing schemes using the same stencil
width of the WENO scheme for the viscous terms is used in this paper. The scheme for the viscous
derivative term ∂R

∂ξ in Navier-Stokes equations Eq.(1) can be written as the following,

∂R

∂ξ
|i =

R̃i+1/2 − R̃i−1/2

∆ξ
(21)
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To obtain 4th order accuracy, R̃ needs to be reconstructed as

R̃i−1/2 =

i+1/2
∑

I=i−3/2

αIRI (22)

where

αi−3/2 = − 1

24
, αi−1/2 =

26

24
, αi+3/2 = − 1

24
Ri−1/2 = [(ξxτxx) + (ηyτxy) + (ζzτxz)]i−1/2

(τxx) = µ{4
3

[

(ξx
∂u
∂ξ ) + (ηx

∂u
∂η ) + (ζx

∂u
∂ζ )

]

−2
3
[(ξy

∂v
∂ξ ) + (ηy

∂v
∂η ) + (ζy

∂v
∂ζ )

(ξz
∂w
∂ξ ) + (ηz

∂w
∂η ) + (ζz

∂w
∂ζ )]}

(23)

If RI in Eq.(22) can be approximated with the accuracy order not lower than 4th order, the Taylor
expansion analysis of (21) and (22) will give the following relation[39],

1

∆ξ
(R̃i+1/2 − R̃i−1/2) = R

′

(ξi) + O(∆ξ4) (24)

i.e. the 4th order accuracy is achieved.

In order to achieve the highest order accuracy of RI with I = i−3/2, i−1/2, i+1/2, the approximation
of each component in Eq. (22) using all the involved points of the WENO stencil is given below:

µI =
n
∑

l=m

CI
l µi+l, (25)

∂u

∂ξ
|I =

1

∆ξ

s
∑

l=r

DI
l ui+l, (26)

∂u

∂η
|I =

n
∑

l=m

CI
l

∂u

∂η
|i+l,j (27)

where
∂u

∂η
|i,j =

1

∆η

q
∑

l=p

Cc
l ui,j+l, (28)

By choosing different ranges for (m, n), (r, s), (p, q) and different coefficients C I
l , DI

l , C
c
l , one can obtain

different order accuracy approximation to the viscous terms. The principle of choosing (m, n), (r, s), (p, q)
is to ensure that the approximation of ∂R

∂ξ |i in Eq.(21) is a central differencing. For example, in this paper,
(m, n) = (−2, 1), (r, s) = (−3, 2), and (p, q) = (−2, 2) are used, and they give[39],

µI =
n
∑

l=m

CI
l µi+l + O(∆ξ4), (29)

∂u

∂ξ
|I =

1

∆ξ

s
∑

l=r

DI
l ui+l + O(∆ξ5), (30)

∂u

∂η
|I =

n
∑

l=m

CI
l

∂u

∂η
|i+l,j + O(∆ξ4, ∆η4), (31)

where
∂u

∂η
|i,j =

1

∆η

q
∑

l=p

Cc
l ui,j+l + O(∆η4) (32)

the coefficients CI
l , DI

l , C
c
l can be obtained by Taylor’s series expansion and are given in Tables 1-3.
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Table 1: The coefficients of CI
l

I CI
−2 CI

−1 CI
0 CI

1

i − 3/2 5/16 15/16 -5/16 1/16
i − 1/2 -1/16 9/16 9/16 -1/16
i + 1/2 1/16 -5/16 15/16 5/16

Table 2: The coefficients of DI
l

I DI
−3 DI

−2 DI
−1 DI

0 DI
1 DI

2

i − 3/2 71/1920 -141/128 69/64 1/192 -3/128 3/640

i − 1/2 -3/640 25/384 -75/64 75/64 -25/384 3/640

i + 1/2 -3/640 3/128 -1/192 -69/64 141/128 -71/1920

3 Time Marching Method

The implicit discretized formula of Eq.(1) can be expressed as following,

(

Γ

∆t
+

∂RHS

∂q
|′
)

δqn+1 = RHSn (33)

where RHS is the redidual calculated by using inviscid numerical fluxes and viscous fluxes, such as Eqs.
(5)and (21), ∂RHS

∂q |′ is the approximation of Jacobian matrix ∂RHS
∂q .

A first order discretization is used for solving the corresponding Jacobian matrices on the left hand
side of Eq. (33). For example, for convective flux Ei+1/2,

∂Ei+1/2

∂qi+1/2

δqi+1/2 =
1

2

[

∂E

∂q
|i +

(

ΓMΓ|ΛΓ|M−1
Γ

)

|i+1/2

]

δqi+
1

2

[

∂E

∂q
|i+1 −

(

ΓMΓ|ΛΓ|M−1
Γ

)

|i+1/2

]

δqi+1 (34)

where, ΛΓ is the diagonal matrix of eigenvalues Eq. (2), MΓ and M−1
Γ

are the matrices of right and left
eigenvectors[29]. The second order central differencing is used for viscous flux Ri+1/2 on the left hand side
of Eq. (33), and the Jacobian matrix is follows,

∂Ri+1/2

∂qi+1/2

δqi+1/2 =
∂Ri+1/2

∂qi
δqi +

∂Ri+1/2

∂qi+1

δqi+1 (35)

The final linearized equations of Eq. (33) can be written as the following,

B̄∆qn+1
i,j,k + A+∆qn+1

i+1,j,k + A−∆qn+1
i−1,j,k + B+∆qn+1

i,j+1,k + B−∆qn+1
i,j−1,k+

C+∆qn+1
i,j,k+1

+ C−∆qn+1
i,j,k−1

= RHSn (36)

where
B̄ = Γ + A + B + C

and

A =
∆t

J
[(ÂL

i+1/2 − LL
i+1/2) − (ÂR

i−1/2 − LR
i−1/2)]

A+ =
∆t

J
(ÂR

i+1/2 − LR
i+1/2), A− = −∆t

J
(ÂL

i−1/2 − LL
i−1/2)
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Table 3: The coefficients of Cc
l

Cc
−2 Cc

−1 Cc
0 Cc

1 Cc
2

1/12 -8/12 0 8/12 -1/12

ÂR
i+1/2 =

1

2
(Ai+1 − Ãi+1/2), ÂL

i+1/2 =
1

2
(Ai + Ãi+/2)

Ai =
∂E

∂q
|i, Ãi+1/2 =

(

ΓMΓ|ΛΓ|M−1
Γ

)

|i+1/2

LL
i+1/2 =

∂Ri+1/2

∂qi
, LR

i+1/2 =
∂Ri+1/2

∂qi+1

J is the transformation Jacobian. B±, B and C±, C have the same forms as A±, A. And,

RHSn = ∆t
J [(Rn

i+1/2
− Rn

i−1/2
) + (Sn

j+1/2
− Sn

j−1/2
) + (Tn

k+1/2
− Tn

k−1/2
)

−(En
i+1/2

− En
i−1/2

) − (F n
j+1/2

− Fn
j−1/2

) − (Gn
k+1/2

− Gn
k−1/2

)]
(37)

The Gauss-Seidel line iteration in a certain sweep direction, for example, in ξ direction assuming the
sweeping from small index value to large one, can be written as

B−∆qn+1
i,j−1,k + B̄∆qn+1

i,j,k + B+∆qn+1
i,j+1,k = RHS′ (38)

where,
RHS′ = RHSn − A+∆qn

i+1,j,k − A−∆qn+1
i−1,j,k − C+∆qn

i,j,k+1 − C−∆qn+1
i,j,k−1

(39)

4 Results and Discussion

To demonstrate the effectiveness of the preconditioned LDE scheme, the test cases include a lid driven
cavity, a cavity natural convection flow, a subsonic flat plate turbulent boundary layer, inviscid transonic
converging-diverging nozzle flow, the transonic flow over RAE2822 airfoil, and the laminar wall boundary
layer with Mach number from 10−3 to 2.0.

In this paper, at boundaries, the conservative variables are first obtained using various required bound-
ary conditions[37], and then the primitive variables used in preconditioning system are calculated from the
conservation variables accordingly.

In this paper, the residual is defined as

Residual = Max{|RHSn|}ijk

and RHSn is determined by Eq.(37).

4.1 Lid Driven Cavity Flow

The lid driven cavity flow is a benchmark solution used to validate incompressible flow calculation[28, 40, 41]

The flowfiled with Reynolds of 3200, no-slip isothermal wall boundary condition and a Mach number
of 10−3 for the moving lid is calculated. For the purpose of comparison, the uniform mesh systems of
100 × 100, 200 × 200.
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Fig. 1 gives the convergence histories. Since the primitive pressure p is used in the present precondi-
tioned method, the decreasing Mach number results in the increased machine round errors, which increases
proportionally with M 2[29, 22]. From Fig. 1, it can be seen that the residual is still decreased about 8 ∼ 9
order of magnitude. It is worthy pointing out that the method without preconditioning can not get the
correct solution for this case due to excessive dissipation.

Fig. 2 is the comparison of u velocity along the vertical centerline. The present results are in good
agreement with that obtained by incompressible eqution[40].

Fig. 3 shows the streamlines calculated by the present method with the mesh of 100× 100. It exhibits
a large primary vortex with two secondary vortices in the two bottom corners and a secondary vortex near
the upper-left corner, which is the same as other researchers predict[28, 40, 41].

4.2 Cavity Natural Convection Flow

The second test case is a cavity natural convection flow induced by a temperature difference of 4 times on
the two vertical walls. This flow has very low velocity and is completely in the incompressible flow regime.
The configuration consists of two insulated horizontal walls and two vertical walls at temperature Th and
Tc, Th = 4Tc. In this paper, the natural convective flows at two Rayleigh number, Ra = 103 and Ra = 105,
are calculated. The uniform mesh with size of 100 × 100 is used.

The convergence histories are shown in Fig. 4. Fig. 5 compares the Nusselt number at the left side
wall with the result of Chenoweth-Paolucci[42] and Choi-Merkle[22], they are in excellent agreement. Figs.
6-9 show the streamline and temperature isolines. Fig. 7 and 9 indicate that the flow evolves from one
vortex core to two vortex cores when the Rayleigh number is increased from 103 to 105. This is due to
the instability induced by high Rayleigh number, and is consistent with the solutions obtained by other
researchers[22].

Same as the first test case, without preconditioning, it can not obtained the correct solution.

4.3 Wall Boundary Layer

The third validation case is a steady state laminar boundary layer flow on an adiabatic flat plate to test the
methodology for both compressible and incompressible flows. The Reynolds number based on the length
of the flat plate is 4.0 × 104. The Prandtl number of 1.0 is used in order to compare with the analytical
solution. The computation domain is taken to be [0, 2] × [0, 1.6]. The mesh size is 180 × 80.

Three cases with different incoming Mach number (M∞ = 2.0, M∞ = 10−2, and M∞ = 10−3) are
calculated:

Fig. 10 is the convergence histories of the case with Mach number of 2.0, the supersonic flat plate
laminar flow, with and without preconditioning. It shows that the precondition method has the same
convergence rate as the one without preconditioning. For this supersonic flow, the thin subsonic boundary
layer has created little stiffness and hence the advantage of preconditioning is not significant.

The computed velocity and temperature profiles of this supersonic laminar boundary layer shown in
Figs. 11 and 12 indicate that the numerical results agree excellently with the Blasius solution.

Figs. 13 and 14 show the convergence histories of the cases with M = 10−2 and M = 10−3. It can
be seen that the residual without preconditioning oscillate with a large amplitude. For the cases with
M∞ = 10−2, the residual with preconditioning is about 6 orders of magnitude lower than the one without
preconditioning. For the case with M∞ = 10−3, the residual with preconditioning keeps reducing within a
small oscillation.

Figs. 15 and 16 are the comparison of numerical results with Blasius solution for M = 10−2 and
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10−3. Figs. 15 shows that, though its solution is less accurate than the preconditioned one, the flow solver
without preconditioning can still resolve the boundary layer at M = 10−2. However, the velocity profile in
Fig. 16 demonstrates that, for the case with M = 10−3, the numerical solution without preconditioning is
significantly diffused due to the large numerical dissipation, whereas the preconditioned solvers accurately
resolve the velocity profile.

4.4 Transonic Converging-Diverging Nozzle

To examine the performance of the preconditioning methodology in two-dimensional flow and the capability
to capture shock waves, an inviscid transonic converging-diverging nozzle is calculated. The nozzle was
designed and tested at NASA and was named as Nozzle A1[43]. Due to the geometric symmetry about the
center line, only the upper half of the nozzle is calculated. The mesh size is 175× 50. The grid is clustered
near the wall. The inlet Mach number is 0.28.

Fig. 19 shows the Mach contours obtained by present preconditioning method. Fig. 17 is the com-
parison of the convergence histories with and without precondition. Similar to the flow of subsonic flat
plate turbulent boundary layer, the preconditioned convergence rate is again about 20% faster than the
one without preconditioning.

Fig. 18 shows the pressure coefficients at the upper wall surface. It can be seen that both the methods
with and without preconditioning obtain identical results.

4.5 Transonic RAE2822 Airfoil

To further examine the preconditioning method for transonic compressible flows, the steady state solution
of the transonic RAE2822 airfoil is calculated using the Reynolds averaged Navier-Stokes equations with
the Baldwin-Lomax turbulence model. The mesh size is 256 × 55, the freestream Mach number M∞ is
0.729, the Reynolds number based on chord is 6.5 × 106, and the angle of attack is 2.31o.

From Fig. 20, we can see that the preconditioning method only needs about half of the iteration
numbers of the one without preconditioning to converge to machine zero.

Figs. 21 is the comparisons of the coefficients of pressure on the wall. They show that both the results
with and without preconditioning are identical and are in excellent agreement with the experiment.

Fig. 22 shows the pressure contours obtained by the present preconditioning method.

5 Conclusions

A low diffusion E-CUSP (LDE) scheme is developed for preconditioned Navier-Stokes equations. Different
from H-CUSP schemes, the pressure term is separated from the total enthalpy in the energy equation and
is also preconditioned in the E-CUSP scheme. Combined with the 5th-order WENO scheme for inviscid
flux and the unfactored implicit Gauss-Seidel relaxation scheme for time integration, the algorithm is used
to calculate flow fields from very low speed incompressible flows to supersonic compressible flows.

The numerical simulation of lid-driven and natural convective incompressible cavity flows, low subsonic
incompressible flows, transonic and supersonic compressible flows show that the preconditioning method
is efficient, accurate and robust, not only for the low Mach number incompressible flows, but also for the
subsonic and transonic compressible flows. For high subsonic and transonic flows, the preconditioning also
accelerates convergence due to reduced stiffness in near wall low speed region. For low speed incompressible
flows, the preconditioning is necessary not only to remove the stiffness, but also to reduce numerical
dissipation to ensure accurate results.
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Figure 1: Convergence rate of the lid-
driven cavity flow, Re = 3200, M = 10−3.
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Figure 6: Isoline temperature of the cavity nat-
ural convection flow, Ra = 103
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Figure 7: Streamline of the cavity natural con-
vection flow, Ra = 103
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Figure 8: Isoline temperature of the cavity nat-
ural convection flow, Ra = 105
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